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Imaratul-Ard: (Populate the earth and enrich it with life and civilization)

Imaratul-Ard is the role of human beings on this earth. It is a responsibility that must be met
and fulfilled. 1t is in effect the purpose for which humans were placed on this earth for. Allah
(SWT) says in suratul Thariyat: 65, what may translate in meaning to (wmtimt), “I did not
create the Jinn and the humans except for worshipping Me.” In suratul Bagara: 30, Allah
says, wmtimt, “And your Lord said to the Angles: | will instate on the earth a deputy
(vicegerent).” Moreover, He adds in surat Hud: 61, wmtimt, “It is He Who has brought
you forth from the earth and made you thrive into it (put you in charge of “Imaratul-
Ard”).

Hence, Islamic Scholars have concluded for us that we were created for three integrated
complementary purposes: Worship the One God, Allah, be His deputies on this earth, and
Imaratul-Ard. All three are, in fact, one in purpose and function.

Imaratul-Ard is the function of populating the earth and enriching it with life and civilization.
This includes all forms of life activities, establishing the civil infrastructure, industry and
agriculture, arts and sciences, literature and philosophy, trade and economics, roads and
utilities, and all forms of activities that Allah Has made allowable to us. Hence, it becomes
worship to Allah to exercise these activities and to actively pursue it in the best of ways.
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Imaratul-Ard: Worship for the Muslims to empower.

Imaratul-Ard is thus the duty of all human beings in general and is that for the Muslims in
particular. It is we the Muslims that should take the main leadership role in performing this
function; be in the leadership position to develop, guide, implement, and influence all forms
of Imaratul-Ard. This is so as we the Muslims are ones who carry the message of Islam and
appreciate what it means.

Unfortunately, this is not the case in our times; we gave away our frontage position that we
were in before and given up the leadership and hence became followers. Others have taken
the lead and we became trailers. They lead and we follow; they plant and manufacture and
we eat and wear their products; they sell and we buy; they invent and create novelties that
we chase feverishly.

We gave up an essential role that Allah has entrusted us with; and we gave it away to those
who are not worthy of it nor qualified to carry it. Furthermore, they misuse it and direct it
against Islam and to harm the Muslims.
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It is vital that Muslims should lead the worship of Imaratul-Ard and steer it in the proper
direction according to Islam, as Islam is the only proper way of life designed to ensure proper
happiness for humans; thus making way for righteousness and the straight path and avoiding
evil desires and corruption.

As Muslims gave up the leadership role in Imaratul-Ard, Arts are now almost always affiliated
with disobedience to Allah’s commands. Almost always, arts are associated with imbalance
in ethics and values. Economy, as a result, is built on usury and interest; sciences are used
defeat the Muslims and curtail their activities.

To our shame, our role as trailers has become of those blind followers who helplessly adopt
whatever they throw at us and we are denied any chance at whatever they keep away from
us.
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Instead of us, Muslims, making it our duty to call them to the Truth of Islam, we are, at best,
exerting the effort to maintain our worship practices, which is becoming more and more
difficult to do, as all the systems and lifestyles around us are designed to limit us from freely
practicing our beliefs and limit our ambitions for a better day.

Our Jihad has become confined to finding the time and place to do our prayers, finding the
Halal food to eat, finding the Halal banking system to deal with, or shielding ourselves, our
children, and our families from the distorted value societies we live in.

Our Jihad has become that of keeping our sight and hearing away from what Allah has
forbidden.

This is the Jihad of the followers with no will or control.
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Our responsibility towards Imaratul-Ard is a genuine and a critical one. It is to enable the
Muslims of worshipping Allah in the proper and comprehensive way. It is also to lead
mankind to the true path of righteousness; the path of fairness and peace; the path of true
happiness the way Allah has intended for us through Islam.
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